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McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 
(To accompany 8, 1359] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 1359) for the relief of Virgine Zartarian (also known as Vergin 
Zartarian), having considered the same, reports favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Virgine Zartarian (also known as Vergin Zar- 
tarian). The bill provides” for an appropriate quota deduction and 
for the payment of the required visa fee and head tax. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in Turkey on July 11, 1914, and 
is a citizen of Lebanon. She was last admitted to the U sag States 
as a Visitor in transit on August 29, 1950. She is presently attending 
Boston University where she is majoring in sociology. Her mother 
was lawfully admitted to the United States for permanent residence 
in 1946 and her brother and sister are citizens of the United States, 
having been lawfully admitted to this country in 1938. It is stated 
that the beneficiary of the bill was issued a visa in 1940 but could not 
take advantage of it because of the war. She was registered on the 
quota waiting list as far back as 1924. The father is dead and her 
only living relatives are her mother and her brother and sister. 

A letter dated August 23, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary from the Deputy Attorney General with refer- 
ence to the case, reads as follows: 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OrricE or THE Deputy ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washington, August 28, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: This is in response to your request for the views of the 
Department of Justice relative to the bill (S. 1359) for the relief of Virgine Zar- 
tarian (also known as Vergin Zartarian). 

The bill would provide that Virgine Zartarian (also known as Vergin Zartarian) 
shall be considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States for per- 
manent residence as of the date of its enactment, upon payment of the required 
visa fee and head tax. It would also direct the Secretary of State to instruct 
the proper quota-control officer to deduct one number from the appropriate 
immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Miss Zartarian was born in Harpout, Turkey, on June 11, 1914, 
and claims to be a citizen of Lebanon. She entered the United States at Niagara 
Falls, N. Y., on August 29, 1950, when she was admitted in transit for 1 
month under section 3 (3) of the Immigration Act of 1924. In November of 
1950 she applied for a change of status to that of a student under section 4 (e) 
of that Act, which application was denied, since neither the law nor the regula- 
tions authorize a change in status from that of an alien admitted in transit to 
any other nonimmigrant classification or to that of a nonquota immigrant 
student. The alien was ordered to depart from the United States not later than 
May 1, 1951. She did not leave, but proceedings to enforce her departure were 
ordered held in abeyance pending consideration of H. R. 3926 and this bill. 

The files further reflect that Miss Zartarian is presently a full-time student at 
Boston University, where she is majoring in sociology, that she was employed 
abroad by the Near East College of Theology affiliated with the American Uni- 
versity of Beirut, and that she was graduated from the American Junior College 
at Beirut, Lebanon, in 1933. Miss Zartarian stated that her parents were born 
in Harpout, that her father, now deceased, entered the United States twice as a 
visitor, and that her mother who resides in Belmont, Mass., has been a permanent 
resident of the United States since 1946. She further stated that the purpose 
of her entry into the United States was to see her mother, who was sick, and that 
she was admitted for this purpose for 1 month, after which she intended to take 
a plane back to Beirut, Lebanon, but the reason she did not return at that time 
was due to the fact that she found she was eligible to enter Boston University 
and continue her studies. However, Miss Zartarian also stated that she had 
been trying for several years to enter the United States as a permanent immigrant, 
but that there never was a quota number available. 

The quota for Turkey, to which the alien is chargeable, is over-subscribed and 
an immigration visa is not readily obtainable. In this respect, her case is similar 
to that of many other aliens who desire to enter this country for permanent resi- 
dence but who are unable to do so because of the oversubscribed condition of the 
quotas to which they are chargeable. The record presents no facts which would 
justify the enactment of special legislation granting Miss Zartarian a preference 
over the other aliens in Turkey and other foreign countries who are awaiting their 
turn for quota numbers. 

Accordingly, the Department of Justice is unable to recommend the enactment 
of this bill. 

Yours sincerely, 
Pryton Forp, 
Deputy Attorney General. 


Senator Leverett Saltonstall, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in support of the bill: 


Boston, Mass., May 9, 1951 
Hon. Leveretr SALTONSTALL, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 


Dear Senator Sattronstati: In compliance with your request, I am hereby 
giving you a résumé of the case of my niece, Virgine Zartarian, from the start up 
to the present time so that you may send it to the Senate Judiciary’s Subcommittee 
on Immigration and Naturalization. 

Virgine Zartarian, a Turkish subject, was born in Harpoot, Turkish Armenia, 
in 1913. 
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In 1922, at the first opportunity after the Armenian massacres, she and her 
family went to Damascus, Syria, in the hope of coming to the United States to 
join me. 

In 1923, my brother and his family applied for visas at the American consulate 
at Damascus, Syria, but not having established the required year’s residence in 
the consular district, their applications were refused on the ground that the 
consulate had no jurisdiction. 

Prior to the expiration of the required year’s residence the National Origin 
Act of 1924 was passed, limiting all emigration to the United States, more par- 
ticularly those who were Turkish subjects. 

During the latter part of 1923, my brother and his family moved to Beirut, 
Lebanon, and, while in that country became Lebanese subjects. However, this 
fact had no effect on their applications for visas to come to the United States, 
as the granting of visas to them was still dependent on the availability of numbers 
from the Turkish quota. 

I tried unsuccessfully many times to intercede for my brother and his family, 
and the late Hon. David I. Walsh, then Senator from Massachusetts, also inter- 
ceded, but all to no avail. 

Two of Virgine’s brothers were killed in Beirut. A third brother was born in 
1923. Thus the family consisted of the parents and three children, who were 
desirous of coming to this country. 

In 1937, I went to Europe as a delegate to the Rotary International convention 
and personally saw the consul at, Beirut about the case of my brother and his 
family. The consul informed me that it would be impossible to issue five quota 
numbers at the same time. However, he promised to issue at least two visas 
when the quota year opened in July 1938. He stated further that he would issue 
quota numbers to the rest of the family as soon as they became available. 

In 1938, the promised two quota numbers were issued to Virgine’s brother and 
sister who came to the United States. They entered Arlington, Mass., High 
School and both granduated with honors in 1940. My nephew then entered 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, taking an aeronautical engineering course 
and graduated with honors, receiving a bachelor of science degree. Upon 
graduation, he joined the United States Navy and served for 28 months in the 
Philippines. He became an American citizen while in the service. My niece 
likewise became an American citizen. When my nephew was discharged from 
the Navy he went back to Massachusetts Institute of Technology and got a 
master of science degree; and he is now engaged in naval research at that institu- 
tion. 

On April 17, 1940, Virgine and her parents were granted visas by the American 
Legation at Beirut, but as no transportation was available they were not able to 
come to this countrv. 

In 1942, the State Department, for security reasons, discarded the pending 
quota list, and instead individual applications were screened on the so-called BC 
Form. When the family applied for such form, they were informed that they 
did not need to fill it out, as they had already been issued visas (on April 17, 
1940), and that as soon as transportation became available, the visas they already 
had could be renewed, permitting them to come to the United States. My 
brother died in 1944. 

In 1945, the remaining members of the family were informed that the visas 
which they held were of no use, and they were instructed to reapply on a BC 
Form. This they did. 

On June 5, 1945, the State Department granted advisory approval of visas to 
Virgine and her mother. Again, there being no quota numbers available, they 
were not given visas. 

But in 1946, Virgine’s mother, having acquired a preferred status by reason 
of being the parent of children who were American citizens, obtained a visa and 
came to the United States. 

In 1950, Virgine went to Toronto, Ontario, Canada, as a delegate to the World 
Convention on Christian Education. She applied to the American consulate at 
Ontario for a transit visa to come to the United States to visit her family. 

While in this country, we tried to have her status changed from that of transit 
visitor to student, as she had been accepted at Boston University as an advance 
third-year student in sociology. The change in status was refused, and she was 
ordered to leave the United States on or before May 1, 1951. The filing of S. 1359 
for her relief-has.arrested the matter. 

In February 1951, while in this country attending Boston University, she was 
informed by the Visa Section that a quota number was available for her in Beirut. 
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But she could not use it on account of the provision of law which states that an 
alien who is on the waiting quota list cannot avail himself of a quota number if he 
has remained in the United States as a transit visitor for more than 30 days. 

During her stay in Beirut she attended the American Junior College for Women, 
and during World War IT was employed as a secretary by the military intelligence 
of the British Army. After the evacuation of the British forces from Beirut she 
obtained a position as secretary at the Near East School of Theology, which posi- 
tion she held until her departure to Canada, She was also engaged in religious 
work in Beirut. 

Her case was thoroughly investigated by the State Department and screened, 
and as of June 5, 1945, advisory approval was granted. Her case was again 
screened under the McCarran Act before the quota number was allocated to her 
in Beirut. 

As all of the living members of her family are now in the United States, she 
naturally wishes to remain with them here, with a view to becoming an American 
citizen, 

If you wish any more information, will you kindly let me know. 

Sincerely yours, 
Sarkis M, ZARTARIAN. 


Boston, Mass., May 9, 1951. 
Hon. LEVERETT SALTONSTALL, 
United States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

Dear SENATOR SALTONSTALL: This will acknowledge your letter of May 2, 1951, 
enclosing several copies of 8. 1359, for the relief of my niece, Virgine Zartarian, 
for which you have my sincere thanks. 

To answer Senator MeCarran’s request, I give you the following information: 

1. Virgine Zartarian came to Toronto, Ontario, Canada, as a delegate to the 
World Convention on Christian Education in August of 1950. She entered the 
United States through Niagara Falls by virtue of transit visa No. 184, issued by 
the American consul at Niagara Falls on August 29, 1950, to visit her sick mother, 
sister, and brother, who were unable to go to Canada to see her. 

2. After her entry to the United States, application was made to change her 
status from that of a transit. visitor to student, as she wanted to enter Boston 
University as an advance student in sociology. The university accepted her 
application, and while her case was pending she qualified for entrance as a third- 
year student, and her status at the present time is that of student. Iam enclosing 
a letter from the registrar of Boston University certifying that she has been en- 
rolled there since September 1950. 

3. She is not earning any money and is entirely dependent upon me for support. 
I am willing and able to continue to provide support until she completes her course 
of study and if necessary thereafter. 

1+. To my knowledge, and according to herself, she has never engaged in any 
activities, political or otherwise, injurious to the American public interest. 

5. She is of excellent moral character and has never been convicted of any 
offense under any Federal or State law. 

If there are any other questions the committee desires to have answered, I 
hope you will get in touch with me. 

[ further want to go on record as saying that I would be only too glad to ap- 
pear before the committee to present my niece’s case personally if the committee 
so desires. Furthermore, I might say that Mr. Fi aanics, Chief of the Visa 
Division, has the complete history of her case and would, I am sure, be glad to 
add his recommendation for the passage of this bill. 

Sincerely yours, 
Sarkis M. ZAarTARIAN. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is 
of the opinion that the bill (S. 1359) should be enacted. 
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